
  
  

Date: March   5,   2021   

To:   Jeffrey   C.   Riley ,   Commissioner  
Massachuse�s   Department   of   Elementary   and   Secondary   Educa�on     

From: Massachuse�s   Language   Opportunity   Coali�on   
Massachuse�s   Associa�on   of   Teachers   of   Speakers   of   Other   Languages   (MATSOL)   
Mul�state   Associa�on   for   Bilingual   Educa�on,   Northeast   (MABE)   

Re:   Class   of   2021   English   language   proficiency   criteria   for   the   Massachuse�s   State   Seal   of   Biliteracy   

  
Dear   Commissioner   Riley,   

  
We   are   wri�ng   about   an   urgent   issue   for   current   high   school   seniors   who   wish   to   earn   the   
Massachuse�s   State   Seal   of   Biliteracy   (SSBL)   but   did   not   achieve   the   required   score   on   the   10th   
Grade   ELA   MCAS.   As   English   language,   dual   language   and   world   language   educators   
implemen�ng   the   awards   in   school   districts   throughout   the   Commonwealth   of   Massachuse�s,   
we   urge   the   Department   to   allow   students   who   achieve   the   Competency   Determina�on   (CD)   
under   the   temporary   regula�ons   approved   in   January   2021 1    to   also   sa�sfy   the   English   
Proficiency   criteria   for   the   State   Seal   of   Biliteracy.   

  
Online   assessment   of   World   Language   proficiency   is   ongoing   for   students   in   the   class   of   2021   to   
meet   the   World   Language   criteria   for   the   Massachuse�s   State   Seal   of   Biliteracy.   However,   for  
students   who   did   not   earn   a   qualifying   10th   Grade   ELA   MCAS   score   in   2019,   their   only   current   
op�on   to   sa�sfy   the   SSBL   English   proficiency   criteria   is   to   take   an   in-person   test   --   either   the   ELA   
MCAS   retest   or   (for   English   Learners)   ACCESS   for   ELs.   This   policy   unfairly   penalizes   students   who   
do   not   feel   safe   coming   to   school   buildings   for   in-person   tes�ng.   

  
This   problem   poten�ally   affects   a   large   number   of   students.   Based   on   reported   2019   ELA   MCAS   
results,   8%   of   students   (about   5,600)   statewide   did   not   reach   the   minimum   ELA   MCAS   score   of   
472   to   meet   the   CD   or   qualify   for   the   Massachuse�s   State   Seal   of   Biliteracy.   Of   those,   English   
learners   and   students   from   mul�lingual   backgrounds   are   dispropor�onately   affected:   About   
34%   of    English   Learners   or   Former   English   Learners   and   19%   of   Hispanic   students   did   not   

1   St.   2020,   Chapter   56 ,   sec�on   6   AN   ACT   TO   FURTHER   ADDRESS   CHALLENGES   FACED   BY   MUNICIPALITIES,   SCHOOL   
DISTRICTS   AND   STATE   AUTHORITIES   RESULTING   FROM   COVID-19   
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achieve   the   required   score. 2    It   is   especially   unfair   for   English   Learners,   whose   language   skills   
may   have   improved   significantly   since   they   took   the   ELA   MCAS   two   years   ago.     

  
The   Board   of   Educa�on   has   already   recognized   the   problem   with   requiring   an   in-person   MCAS   
retest   during   the   pandemic   when   they   approved   the   temporary   regula�on   in   January   2021   to   
“address   disrup�ons   caused   by   the   outbreak   of   the   2019   novel   coronavirus.”   The   regula�on   
established   “a   process   through   which   students   in   the   class   of   2021   who   have   not   yet   earned   the   
CD   in   English   language   arts   (ELA)   and   mathema�cs   may   earn   the   CD   through   successful   
comple�on   of   a   relevant   course.”     

  
Before   the   pandemic,   any   student   earning   the   CD   through   an   Educa�onal   Proficiency   Plan   had   
the   opportunity   to   also   sa�sfy   the   English   proficiency   criteria   for   the   Massachuse�s   State   Seal   
of   Biliteracy.    The   same   policy   should   hold   under   the   temporary   CD   regula�on   for   students   
who   cannot   come   to   school   buildings   for   in-person   tes�ng.     

  
603   CMR   31.07   State   Seal   of   Biliteracy   states   “The   Commissioner   shall   determine   the   minimum   
score   or   level,   which   shall   be   comparable   to   the   minimum   scaled   score   on   the   grade   10   English   
Language   Arts   MCAS   required   to   sa�sfy   the   requirements   of   the   Competency   Determina�on   
under   603   CMR   30.03(2)(a)   and   603   CMR   30.03(3)(a).”   Clearly,   if   the   temporary   regula�on   
allows   students   an   alternate   method   to   “sa�sfy   the   requirements   of   the   Competency  
Determina�on,”   then   this   op�on   should   also   be   sufficient   to   meet   the   English   proficiency   
criteria   for   the   Massachuse�s   State   Seal   of   Biliteracy.     

  
This   is   an   urgent   ma�er   for   teachers   and   students   as   the   end   of   the   year   approaches.   English   
and   World   Language   teachers   have   been   working   with   students   throughout   high   school   (and   
o�en   longer!)   to   try   for   the   Massachuse�s   State   Seal   of   Biliteracy.   Students   have   been   engaging   
in   World   language   tes�ng   this   year   with   the   expecta�on   that   they   will   also   have   the   opportunity   
to   fulfill   the   English   proficiency   requirements.   These   students   should   not   be   denied   this   
opportunity   if   they   cannot   complete   in-person   tes�ng,   especially   a�er   such   a   difficult   year   when   
they   should   be   supported   for   their   persistence   in   pursuing   the   award.     
In   addi�on   to   the   pride   and   accomplishment   of   having   their   language   skills   recognized,   the   
Massachuse�s   State   Seal   of   Biliteracy   has   real   value   because    three   Massachuse�s   ins�tu�ons   of   

2   See   2019   Next   Genera�on   MCAS   Results   by   Subgroup   by   Grade   and   Subject,    2019   GRADE   LEVEL   10   -   ENGLISH   
LANGUAGE   ARTS ,     
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higher   learning    --   Salem   State   University,   North   Shore   Community   College   and   Middlesex   
Community   College   --    now   grant   college   credit   to   students   who   have   earned   the   Massachuse�s   
State   Seal   of   Biliteracy.   We   should   do   everything   possible   to   build   on   the   growing   success   of   the   
Massachuse�s   State   Seal   of   Biliteracy   program   over   the   past   three   years,   not   to   undermine   it.   

  
Sincerely,   

  
  

Helen   Solorzano,   Execu�ve   Director   
Massachuse�s   Associa�on   of   Teachers     
of   Speakers   of   Other   Languages   (MATSOL)   

  
  
  

Phyllis   Hardy,   Execu�ve   Director   
Mul�state   Associa�on   for   Bilingual     
Educa�on,   Northeast   (MABE)   
  
  
  

  

www.LanguageOpportunity.org    |    www.SealOfBiliteracyMA.org     

Endorsements  

Amherst-Pelham   Regional   Public   Schools   

Robert   A.   Tremblay,   Superintendent,   Framingham   Public   Schools   

Adriana   Thomas,   K-12   World   Language   Coordinator,   Salem   Public   Schools   

Karen   Hodgson,   Lead   ELE   Dept.   Teacher   ~   Tewksbury   Public   School   District   

Nicole   Haghdoust,   World   Language   &   Classics   Department   Head,   Wayland   High   School   

Individual   Endorsements   (affiliation   for   identification   only)   

Amalia   Francisco   Mendaña   

Amnerys   A.   Cuevas   Doñé,   Spanish   Teacher   

Amy   E.   Bailey-Horhota,   ELL   Teacher,   Westford   Public   Schools   

Amy   St.   Arnaud   

Andie   Merkowitz,   ESL   Teacher,   Framingham   Public   Schools   
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Anne   H   Day   

Anne   Ludes,   Assistant   Superintendent   for   Secondary   Education,   Framingham   Public   Schools   

Beth   Delahunty,   ESL   Teacher,   Framingham   Public   Schools   

Brittany   Jenney,   ESL   Teacher,   New   Bedford   High   School   

Brittany   Jenney,   ESL   Teacher,   New   Bedford   High   School   

Carolyn   Banach,   Principal,   Framingham   High   School   

Cynthia   Villanueva,   Bilingual/ESL   Department   Head,   Framingham   High   School   

Dania   Vazquez,   Head   of   School,   Muñiz   Academy,   Boston   

Dawn   Carney,   Director   of   World   Languages,   Arlington   Public   Schools   

Dr.   Johanna   E.   Fawcett   ELE   Department   Chair   

Gabriella   Tagliaferro,   TBE   Teacher,   Framingham   School   District   

Gail   Ward,   Director   of   World   Languages,   Braintree   Public   Schools   

Genoveffa   Grieci,   Director   of   Multilingual   Education,   Framingham   Public   Schools   

Gladys   Aguilar,   PhD   Candidate,   Harvard   University   

Glenda   Espinoza,   Framingham   Public   Schools   

Gloria   Cho,   Language   Acquisition   Coach,   Brockton   Public   Schools   

Graciela   Trilla,   Ed.D.   ELE   Director   Hill   View   Montessori   Charter   Public   School   

Jamill   Martinez,   Director   of   Network   Organizing,   Lawrence   CommunityWorks   

Jeff   Convery,   Vice   Principal,   Framingham   High   School   

Jenn   Noorjanian,   EL   Program   Director,   Milford   Public   Schools   

Jennifer   E.   Adams,   M.Ed.,   C.A.G.S.,   World   languages   teacher,   Department   lead   teacher   

Jennifer   Fitzgerald,   ESL   Teacher,   Swampscott   Public   Schools   

Jess   Yáñez   

Joseph   Santiago-Silvestri,   ELD   Coach,   Framingham   

Kelly   Elizabeth   Mowers,   ESL   Teacher,   Nauset   Regional   High   School   

Laura   Enright,   World   Language   Dept.   Chair   

Maria   da   Graça   Lealdini-Dudley   -   Spanish   Teacher   -   Seal   of   Biliteracy   Coordinator   

Martha   Romero,   ESL   Content   Instructional   Leader,   New   Bedford   Public   Schools   

Mary   Bolt,   ESL   Teacher,   Framingham   Public   Schools   

Mary   Cazabon,   Ed.   D.,   Assistant   Director,   Lesley   University   English   Language   Teacher/Parent   Certificate   
Project   
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Mary   Hughes,   Lecturer,   Boston   University   

Mary   M.   Clark,   Professor   Emerita,   University   of   New   Hampshire   

Molly   Ross,   SEI   instructional   coach,   Randolph   Public   Schools   

Pamela   S.   Carpenter,   English   and   ESL   teacher   

Phala   Chea,   Coordinator   of   English   Language   Education   Program   

Priya   Tahiliani,   Superintendent,   Everett   Public   Schools   

Saskia   Fabricant,   ESL   9-12   Instructional   Coach   and   Department   Head,   Holyoke   Public   Schools   

Theresa   Austin,   Ph.D.   

Timothy   J.   Eagan   

Vanessa   Faublas   

Vilma   Bibeau,   World   Language   Lead   Teacher,   Medford   Public   Schools   
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