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Guidelines	
  for	
  Implementing	
  
the	
  Seal	
  of	
  Biliteracy	
  	
  

•  Result	
  of	
  an	
  historic	
  national	
  
collaboration	
  between	
  ACTFL,	
  NCSSFL,	
  
NABE	
  and	
  TESOL	
  

•  Released	
  March	
  10,	
  2015	
  

•  https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/
files/pdfs/
SealofBiliteracyGuidelines_0.pdf	
  	
  

•  Designated	
  a	
  minimum	
  target	
  
proficiency	
  level	
  of	
  Intermediate	
  Mid	
  
based	
  on	
  ACTFL	
  Proficiency	
  Guidelines	
  

•  Recommended	
  use	
  Linguafolio	
  



ACTFL	
  Proficiency	
  Guidelines	
  



Language	
  Opportunity	
  Coalition	
  
Determined	
  That:	
  

•  Pathway	
  Awards	
  or	
  levels	
  of	
  awards	
  would	
  demonstrate	
  
to	
  students	
  and	
  other	
  stakeholders	
  the	
  progressive,	
  
lifelong	
  nature	
  of	
  language	
  learning.	
  
•  Biliteracy	
  Attainment	
  Award	
  (Intermediate	
  Low)	
  

Elementary,	
  middle	
  or	
  high	
  school	
  
•  Silver	
  Seal	
  of	
  Biliteracy	
  Award	
  (Intermediate	
  Mid)	
  

Middle	
  or	
  high	
  school	
  
•  Gold	
  Seal	
  of	
  Biliteracy	
  Award	
  (Intermediate	
  High)	
  

High	
  school	
  
•  Platinum	
  Seal	
  of	
  Biliteracy	
  Award	
  (Advanced	
  Low)	
  

High	
  school,	
  college	
  or	
  graduate	
  school	
  



Language	
  Opportunity	
  Coalition	
  
Determined	
  That:	
  

•  The	
  proficiency	
  level	
  is	
  determined	
  by	
  the	
  lowest	
  
domain/mode	
  score.	
  

•  English	
  and	
  the	
  partner	
  language	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  tested	
  	
  
by	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  approved	
  tests.	
  

•  The	
  district	
  can	
  add	
  requirements	
  and/or	
  a	
  portfolio	
  
to	
  the	
  Seal	
  standard.	
  

•  If	
  the	
  partner	
  language	
  has	
  no	
  test,	
  a	
  portfolio	
  can	
  be	
  
used.	
  



Tests	
  to	
  Measure	
  ACTFL	
  Proficiency	
  
Level	
  of	
  Partner/World	
  Language	
  

MOST	
  COMMON:	
  

•  Language	
  Testing	
  International:	
  

•  AAPPL:	
  	
  ACTFL	
  Assessment	
  of	
  Performance	
  Toward	
  Proficiency	
  in	
  
Languages	
  

•  Avant	
  Assessment:	
  

•  STAMP:	
  	
  STAndards-­‐based	
  Measurement	
  of	
  Proficiency	
  

OTHER	
  POSSIBILITIES:	
  

•  Portfolio:	
  	
  Documentation	
  of	
  proficiency	
  and	
  other	
  criteria	
  

•  Other	
  Assessments:	
  Aprenda	
  (Spanish	
  Elem),	
  STAR	
  Reading,	
  SOPA,	
  
ALIRA	
  (Latin),	
  SOLOM,	
  DRA,	
  DWA,	
  LAS	
  Links	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  



•  AAPPL:	
  	
  

•  Measures	
  Communication	
  in	
  3	
  Modes:	
  Interpretive	
  Reading	
  and	
  
Listening,	
  Interpersonal	
  Listening	
  and	
  Speaking	
  and	
  Presentational	
  
Writing	
  

•  Languages:	
  	
  Arabic,	
  Chinese,	
  French,	
  German,	
  Korean,	
  Portuguese,	
  
Russian,	
  Spanish	
  and	
  ESL	
  (Hindi,	
  Italian	
  and	
  Japanese	
  coming	
  soon)	
  

•  STAMP:	
  

•  Measures	
  Communication	
  in	
  4	
  Skills:	
  Reading,	
  Writing,	
  Listening	
  
and	
  Speaking	
  

•  Arabic,	
  English,	
  French,	
  German,	
  Hebrew,	
  	
  Hindi,	
  Italian,	
  Japanese,	
  
Mandarin,	
  Russian,	
  Spanish	
  (Korean	
  and	
  Polish	
  coming	
  soon)	
  

•  Now	
  offers	
  professional	
  development	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

Tests	
  to	
  Measure	
  ACTFL	
  Proficiency	
  
Level	
  of	
  Partner/World	
  Language 



Biliteracy	
  
Attainment	
  

Award	
  	
  

Silver	
  Seal	
  of	
  
Biliteracy	
  	
  

Gold	
  Seal	
  of	
  
Biliteracy	
  	
  

Platinum	
  Seal	
  
of	
  Biliteracy	
  

Award	
  Level	
   Intermediate	
  
Low	
  

Intermediate	
  
Mid	
  

Intermediate	
  
High	
  

Advanced	
  Low	
  

AP	
   N/A	
   3	
   4	
   5	
  

AAPPL	
   I-­‐1	
   I-­‐2	
  	
  -­‐	
  I-­‐3	
  	
  -­‐	
  I-­‐4	
   I-­‐5	
   A	
  

ALIRA	
  
(LATIN)	
  

I-­‐1	
   I-­‐2	
  	
  -­‐	
  I-­‐3	
  	
  -­‐	
  	
  I-­‐4	
   I-­‐5	
   A	
  

STAMP	
   Level	
  4	
   Level	
  5	
   Level	
  6	
   Level	
  7	
  

Proficiency	
  Level	
  of	
  Partner/World	
  
Language 



DEMOS:	
  

•  AAPPL:	
  	
  

•  https://www.actfl.org/assessment-­‐professional-­‐
development/assessments-­‐the-­‐actfl-­‐testing-­‐office/
aappl/demo	
  	
  

•  STAMP:	
  

•  https://stamp4s.avantassessment.com/avant/do/
samplelogin	
  	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

Tests	
  to	
  Measure	
  ACTFL	
  Proficiency	
  
Level	
  of	
  Partner/World	
  Language 



Both	
  AAPPL	
  and	
  STAMP	
  Tests:	
  

•  Are	
  predictive	
  (listening	
  and	
  reading	
  happen	
  before	
  
speaking	
  and	
  writing	
  to	
  get	
  progressively	
  harder)	
  

•  Are	
  task-­‐	
  and	
  performance-­‐based	
  

•  Have	
  rubrics	
  available	
  on	
  line	
  

•  Let	
  you	
  see	
  the	
  student	
  work	
  (AAPPL	
  for	
  6	
  months	
  
and	
  STAMP	
  forever)	
  to	
  analyze	
  and	
  make	
  
programmatic	
  decisions	
  

	
  



STAMP:	
  Sample	
  Reading	
  Task	
  



STAMP:	
  Sample	
  Writing	
  Task	
  



STAMP:	
  Sample	
  Listening	
  Task	
  



STAMP:	
  Sample	
  Speaking	
  Task	
  



AAPPL:	
  Sample	
  Interpretive	
  
Listening	
  Task	
  



AAPPL:	
  Sample	
  Interpretive	
  
Reading	
  Task	
  



AAPPL:	
  Sample	
  Interpersonal	
  
Listening	
  and	
  Speaking	
  Task	
  	
  



AAPPL:	
  Sample	
  Presentational	
  
Writing	
  Task	
  



Considerations:	
  
•  Its	
  better	
  to	
  choose	
  a	
  test	
  and	
  stick	
  with	
  it	
  since	
  you’ll	
  

be	
  comparing	
  scores	
  from	
  year	
  to	
  year	
  

•  You	
  need	
  to	
  teach	
  kids	
  to	
  say/write	
  as	
  much	
  as	
  they	
  
can,	
  elaborate	
  and	
  expand	
  on	
  their	
  ideas	
  to	
  maximize	
  
their	
  proficiency	
  

•  Students	
  should	
  be	
  working	
  with	
  task-­‐based	
  
activities	
  and	
  be	
  learning	
  how	
  to	
  perform	
  



Needed	
  for	
  Both	
  AAPPL	
  and	
  STAMP:	
  
•  Register	
  as	
  a	
  school	
  to	
  get	
  login	
  and	
  password	
  codes	
  

for	
  student	
  tests.	
  

•  Computer	
  needs	
  to	
  pass	
  system	
  check	
  and	
  have	
  mic	
  
and	
  headphones.	
  

	
  



Questions?	
  


